What’s happening in…

DEEP COVE HERITAGE SOCIETY
Spring 2018

Calendar
• Theatre Fund-Raiser, May 9
• Watch for boat cruise info
• Culture Days, Sept
• Annual Bus Tour

Office Hours
Open Tuesdays & Thursdays 10am to 4pm;
Wednesday and Fridays to Sundays 1pm to
4pm; closed Mondays.
Deep Cove Heritage Society is looking for
volunteers to help keep our office open for
visitors to the area. If you are interested in
helping, please call 604-929-5744.
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by Eileen Smith
Panorama Beach in the 1950s
Growing up in Deep Cove as a young
kid in the 1950s was about as idyllic as it
gets. We walked or rode our bicycles to
and from Burrard View School (located
on Deep Cove Road where Burrardview
Housing now resides), every day, just
waiting for summer to come and take
over.
Summer meant the beach; it meant
swimming, playing with friends and just
hanging out. Summer meant the
Vancouver Sun newspaper's Free
Swimming Lessons every summer at
Panorama Beach. Summer meant
cavorting in the water on logs that had
been washed ashore. Logs that would
suddenly roll over like a bucking

bronco; logs complete with slivers and
sometimes rusted nails. As far as I
know, we all survived. Some kids had
inflatable plastic rings or beach balls,
but they were generally caught up by
the wind and taken away. Lots of kids
floated around on old inner tubes
from trucks, they were free, which was
about the cost any of us could afford.
Summer meant swimming out to the
big wharf — located where a small
swimming wharf sits in the Cove
today. The big wharf had two diving
boards, one low, one high that
required climbing the ladder to get to.
Kids did twirls, flips, graceful dives and
some belly flops. Summer was the
sound of kids laughing or shrieking
“jelly fish”! There was a patch of long sea
Cont’d page 2...

Website News
We are pleased to report that our website is
now updated more regularly.
We will be adding documents we have
acquired, check under News online
The archived newsletters are under the
Resources tab at the top of the page.
Email your photos and stories to us to:
info@deepcoveheritage.com
Please check for office hours before
dropping by. We depend on the generosity
of our volunteers who can not always offer
structured hours.

Contact us
• 4360 Gallant Avenue,
North Vancouver, BC V7G 1L2
• Telephone 604-929-5744
• Or send us an e-mail to:
DeepCoveHeritage@gmail.com
• Website: www.DeepCoveHeritage.com

President’s Message
As the old saying
goes "Spring has
Sprung" and the
flowers are in
bloom. I personally
find this time of
year a challenge as
there’s still ten
meters of snow
outside my front door up on Seymour.
The DCHS is looking forward to a busy
time over the next few months. We are
holding our annual Fund-raiser Theatre
Night on May 9th. Hopefully you will all
purchase tickets and invite family and
friends. We are planning a silent auction
that evening so bring your cheque books
(if you still have one! or bring cash.)
This is a very important evening as it is
our main fundraising activity. We have

Executive 2018
applied for some grant money and will
continue to do so, but one of the best
ways to have funding security for the
long term would be if you would
consider naming DCHS in your wills.
Maybe you are a student looking to meet
people and improve your social skills or
a retired community member wanting
to get out of the house. Jim, our office
co-ordinator, is always looking for
volunteers to help in keeping our front
door open, especially in the summer.
Please call, email or drop in and talk to
Jim—deepcoveheritage@gmail.com..
See you May 9th — come early for the
auction and snacks and drop by the
office if you are in the Cove.
Alex Douglas
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Trying to get it right!
We try to verify all our information, but if you think we have
something wrong, please e-mail or
call the office at 604-929-5744.
Thank you.

Beach memories Cont’d
grass just off the north side of the wharf
that would wrap around swimmers’
legs at low tide, causing more screams
as its slippery tentacles wrapped
around. There was a second smaller
wharf closer to shore with no diving
boards.
We all loved it when the ferries came to
the Cove. There were three of them, the
Scenic, the Hollyburn and the Harbour
Princess. They brought people from the
city, usually on weekends, but I never
recall them staying long at the
Government Wharf. I think Deep Cove
was just part of a tour up to Wigwam
Inn at the north end of Indian Arm.
There wasn’t much in the way of
shopping for tourists, the drug store
had a few tourist items, the Nutshell
had hot dogs, fish & chips, ice cream,
etc. The few restaurants, The Cove Inn,
Log Cabin Inn and Baldwins, were
there but I don’t think the ferries stayed
long enough for a sit-down meal. What
we loved about the ferries, was the
huge waves they created, we wished
they would come more often.

DCHS #1120 Deep Cove beach, summer 1953. Courtesy Merrilee Dobson Davis

We always had a lifeguard on duty
during the summer at Panorama Beach.
One in particular was much loved by
the kids. Her name was Dorothy and
many of us wonder about her,
unfortunately the Deep Cove Heritage
archives do not have any photos of her
... if you do, please share them with us.
Dorothy was a lot of fun and on rainy
days, of which there were many, we
would go and hang out with her in the
bathhouse.
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The Cove kids also had the playground
at Panorama Park, located where the
current one is, but back then there
were fantastic swings, just a board to sit
on and long chains connected to the
galvanized steel pipe structure, you
could stand and swing so high and the
extra bonus was once swinging you
could cause the chains to twist and
then as gravity would take over and
whirl you around as it reversed and
seemed to pick up speed until the

chains were straight again. Oh, by the
way, there were never any parents or
adults around to discourage this fun.
The park also had a big wooden teetertotter, baby swings and a big metal
slide. Local resident Shorty Riebolt
built a big horse out of driftwood and
used metal pop bottle caps for the eyes.
Just west of the playground, where the

parking lots are now, was the ball park.
The Deep Cove Heritage Society does
not have a lot of pictures of summer in
the 1950s. Kids didn’t have cameras and
if they did they would not be taking
them to the beach where they could be
lost or damaged and I doubt any of the
kids could afford film or processing
anyway. We hope the pictures with this

article will bring back some memories
for others who were part of the Cove
back then and for those who weren’t
we hope to have put a little spotlight on
that moment in history. Only a
moment because way too soon, it was
September and back to school time.
Please send us your stories, lend us your
photos of earlier times in Seymour.

DCHS #0785 & #0786 Dobson children in Panorama Park, 1950s. Courtesy Mrs. Dorothy Dobson

PLEASE SEND YOUR STORIES AND MEMORIES TO
info@DEEPCOVEHERITAGE.com
Book bags
Our roomy tote bags
with 1950s Cove
photo only $20 from
the office.

Local books
Echoes Across the
Inlet and Echoes
Across Seymour, and
Ralph Drew’s books
Forest & Fjord: The
History of Belcarra
and Ferries & Fjord
the History of Indian
Arm, all are loaded
with pictures. Great
reading and for gifts.
All available from
our office.

Be involved in your community
We are looking for more volunteers to mingle with visitors to our office or help with
our events. If you can help out with any of the following, even occasionally, please
get in touch with us.
• Welcome visitors to our office (threehour shift, morning or afternoon)
• Accompany other volunteers when they
attend community events by handing out
brochures or selling our books. This
would include events like Blueridge Good
Neighbour Day, Deep Cove Daze or
Parkgate Community Days, etc. Any one
of them or all of them would be very
helpful.
• Help set up and take down chairs for
our Guest Speaker Events when needed,
usually 9am to noon four times per year.

• Accompany other volunteers visiting
Grade Two classes for history talks
twice a year for one or two hours.
• Help out at fund-raisers to either sell
tickets or help set up event and silent
auction (twice per year).
• Grades 10, 11 and 12 students are
welcome to volunteer.
If you can help, call our office
administrator, at 604-929-5744
Thursdays and Saturdays from 10am
to 3pm or email her at:
deepcoveheritage@shawcable.com

FROM OUR

A R C H I V E S

DCHS #5118 - Clam Digging on north side
of Panorama Beach, 1948.
Courtesy Liz Jenkins Bollman

CHECK OUR WEBSITE FOR MORE INFORMATION
WWW.DEEPCOVEHERITAGE.COM
We gratefully acknowledge the financial support of: The Province of British Columbia, The District of North
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PARC Retirement Residence, North Shore Community Foundation. We appreciate the ongoing support of our
Deep Cove Cultural Centre partner groups: Deep Cove Stage, First Impressions Theatre and Seymour Art Gallery.

