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Deep Cove Community Hall
by Wendy Bullen Stephenson

The Cove’s Original Multi-Purpose
Gathering Place
If you go into the Deep Cultural Centre
in the next couple of months, have a
look at the display case in the lobby on
the theme of the Deep Cove Fire Hall
and Community Hall. The display
features activities that were offered
mainly from the mid 1940s to the mid
1960s. The photographs and objects
document many of the uses of, and
events that took place in, this multipurpose gathering place. This display
might prompt memories for former and
long-time residents.

The Fire Hall
Originally the City of North Vancouver
provided fire protection for Deep Cove,

but because the fire fighters from the
City took so long to drive to the Cove
on the rough roads, local volunteers
organized themselves to get a fire out
or under control by the time the
official truck arrived. In 1942 the
North Vancouver fire fighters gave the
Deep Cove volunteers parts of a fire
truck—an old chassis, a water tank,
etc., for them to assemble. With this
truck available, construction was
begun on the original Deep Cove Fire
Hall—a structure to house the truck
and to hang the water hoses—as well as
to provide a Community Hall.
By 1955 a new fire truck was provided
for the Cove. But when it was moved
into the building, it fell through the
Cont’d page 2...

I do hope everyone
is having a great
summer and enjoying the lifestyle of
the Cove, its feel
has been developed over many years
and DCHS’s goal is
to record that
history. August and September will be
busy with booths at Deep Cove Daze
and Parkgate Days and speaking of
Parkgate Community Centre, please
see them about Janet’s Heritage Bus

Tour on October 16. If you’ve not been
by our offices and met Jim Slight, our
Office Co-ordinator, please do so on
Tuesdays or Thursdays, 10am to 4pm.
He’ll be the one to register you as a
volunteer, sell you our new Tote Bag,
books or introduce you to our
archives. We thank Jim for all his
efforts over the past few months,
getting the office running like a welloiled machine and hope that he’ll
continue in the position.
Alex Douglas

Fri 1pm, Wendy Bullen Stephenson will give a talk about the Fire/Community
Hall • Sat 1–4pm office is open, browse archives • Sun 1–4pm Mechtild
Morin will demonstrate the Traditional Canadian Art of Finger Weaving.
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We try to verify all our information, but if you think we have
something wrong, please e-mail or
call the office at 604-929-5744.
Thank you.
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floor into the crawl space. Time for a
new fire hall! By May 1957 the fire
fighters had moved into to the first of
two fire stations that have since stood
on the Mount Seymour Parkway site.
Their relocation left the Community
Hall with more space to include in
the building a lending library and
kitchen to support social events and
receptions.

Community Hall as Church
One of the original purposes of the
Community Hall was to serve as the
multi-denominational Deep Cove
church building. Apparently that
took some juggling. Some services of
the United Church and the Anglican
church were on occasion held
together.
In the above early 1950s photograph
the two main purposes of the original
structure are apparent. The label “Fire
Hall” on the side of the building and
the large fire truck entrance (wide
door behind the children) indicate

DCHS #1627 Deep Cove Community Hall Gospel Hall — Sunday School children,mainly from
the Gospel Hall in front of firehall 1950s.
Courtesy Wayne Smith

the building was still used as the fire
hall. The posing Sunday school
teachers with children from Gospel
Hall and other denominations
indicate the structure's use as a
church.

More uses of the building
The Community Hall was also used as
a kindergarten, site for baby clinics
and health consultations, and as a
practice space for other activities
such as various forms of dancing,
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majorettes, maypole, and as space for
Pro-Rec (Professional Recreation —
gym for kids and synchronized dance
for women).

Ballet classes
Liz Jenkins Bollmann (see photo on
page three) and Eileen Alway both
took ballet lessons at the Community
Hall in the late 1950s. Joan Elliott
remembers taking tap dancing there,
probably around 1954.

The windows on the lower right side of photo above are revealed after decades of being covered over with siding. Back in the
50s, Mr. Elliott, the butcher in Mollard’s would have peered out those windows. The plan is to return the old log building in
Deep Cove back to its former glory. Some of the logs are already uncovered around that window and just left of the door. Top
right, the store, then called Mollard’s Market during the flood in 1957 (DCHS #0232). At right, part of Panorama
Supermarket showing siding covering window in 2008 (DCHS #4051). The new owners are planning to bring back a little
history with the return of our log building now named the Deep Cove General Store and it is hoped it will open in Spring 2018.

• during WWII if locals were having a
private party, sometimes Mrs.
Mollard would sneak a little package
of butter into the groceries. Butter
was scarce!

• there used to be a driveway that
went under the store.
• during the 70s, Mr. Cho would
sometimes have kids add up how
much their candies were going to

cost and then get them to figure out
how much change was owed.
• Send your memories to
info@deepcoveheritage.com or
call 604-929-9456

Majorettes’ Practice Place
The Community Hall was the site for
majorette drill practice that was
taught by Bev Graves Champion. The
accompanying photograph shows
Bev with one of her troupes of
majorettes within sight of the
Community Hall probably in the
early 1950s. She also taught maypole
dancing outside on the Community
Hall’s gravel “driveway.” (photo pg 4)
A photograph in DCHS Archives
shows a group of dancing ladies who
were very likely from the Pro-Rec
group but performing offsite —
probably at Penfield’s Dance Hall,
which was a few hundred metres
from the Cove government wharf.

DCHS #5104 - Liz Jenkins at left in Royal Academy Ballet class taught by Anne Gordon in the Deep Cove
Community Hall, late 1950s. Photo courtesy Liz Jenkins Bollmann
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Concerts and Theatre Performances
Talented and committed adults in the
community, such as Mary Rawlings
who danced and acted in local
productions, coached children and
teens including Doris Sheridan and
Brydon Duncan in theatre
productions.
A photograph documenting a
performance entitled the Queen’s
Bakery that also featured teenage
actors at the Community Hall is on
page five.
Apparently the Anglican Church
presented annual concerts of their
choir at the Community Hall. These
also featured kids and adults singing
together.
Deep Cove Stage Society, from its
inception as a theatre company,
leased the Community Hall for its
rehearsals and performances up to
the time the Community Hall was
demolished in 1989. It presented its
first pantomime, Cinderella, in 1981.
The group’s pantos still sell out today.

Men’s Activities
In the early days of the Kinsmen,
which was formed as social and
service group for men in the
community, at least two of the
Kinsmen initiated a boys’ club that
was held in the Community Hall to
promote sports and craft activities for
boys.

Seasonal Events
Christmas gatherings, carol singalongs, and Halloween costume
parties were the kind of seasonal
events that took place in the
Community Hall.

Library Use
Liz Jenkins and Wayne Smith
remember using the lending library

DCHS #2254 — Bev Graves was the leader for the Majorettes for a number of years. The big event each
year was the May Day Parade. This photo was taken in 1951 or 1952. Girls in front are Patsy Chestnut and
Wanita Hastings. Last building on right is the Fire Hall/Community Hall where the practices were held.
Can you name any of the other people in this photo?

in the Community Hall and stressed
how engaging it was for them. Read
an excepert of Wayne Smith’s
memory of the library and how it
inspired him on page five. The library
had its own outside door at the
south-east corner of the Community
Centre after the Fire Hall had left the
building. (See photo pg 5)

Hall as Movie Venue
Friday night was movie time at the
Community Hall for a number of
years, at least in the 1950s. The cost
was 25 cents and the little kids had to
sit at the front on the floor.

Polling Station and Meeting Hall
The Community Hall was used as a
polling station in provincial and
federal elections. It was also used for
local political meetings, including
those of the Deep Cove Ratepayers
who met to plan the Cove’s
development.

Wedding Receptions and Other Social
Events
The Community Hall also served as
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the venue for local wedding
receptions. In some cases a live band
was brought in and food was
prepared in, and served from, the
renovated kitchen area that had
originally housed the fire engine.
Dances organized by the Kinsmen
and Kinettes were also held onsite.
Community teas and dinners were
held there to mark special occasions.
With the Community Hall being
within walking distance of almost
everyone in Cove, it was an important
activity centre for families especially
from the mid 1940s to the mid 1960s.
With most residents having only
minimal disposable income and no
weekday access to a car to take the
children further afield, families’
reliance on the events and activities
the Community Hall had to offer
contributed to the close-knit,
community feeling that so many of
us appreciated in growing up in the
Cove at that time.
Do you have memories of the Deep
Cove Fire Hall/Community Centre?

At left DCHS #0378 — Community Hall Children’s Concert, early 1950s. Courtesy Mary Rawlings. Centre top #0993 south side of building and entrance to library
(later caretaker’s suite). Centre bottom #4029 seating for Deep Cove Stage’s productions. At right #4615 Ken Turner and Dave Chetwynd as Panto Dames in Deep
Cove Stage’s first pantomime, Cinderella, in 1981.

The following is an excerpt from a story Wayne Smith wrote about how libraries have enriched him. The first part of his
story is very descriptive of his first visit to the library in the Deep Cove Fire Hall/Community Centre.
excerpt of story by Wayne Smith

I remember my first visit to our old
Firehall library. It was part of a small
wood framed community building
located in green bushy area near
Deep Cove North Vancouver.
I was about thirteen at the time. A
few creaky wooden steps led to a
small roof covered entry porch. A
single door led to a small room. An
old book smell hit me and a librarian
smiled. At the time I didn’t realize all
the wonderful places I would be
going in my mind thanks to that
library, and the glorious adventures
in jungle life with characters like
Tarzan.
Most of the books in the tiny two
room library in the old town firehall,
seemed borrowed from some elderly
person’s attic. Black, brown, and

green cover-less old books lined the
few homemade shelves. A musty,
dusty aroma gave the room a distant
ancient feel and I grew to love the
place. I began visit regularly. Tarzan
and I swung through high vine
covered trees together. We wrestled
long man eating snakes. Flew though
green jungle leaves on the back of a
black spotted leopard, our fingers
gripped tightly into bristled fur. No
one could touch us, we were
invincible jungle champions.
I read every Tarzan book I could find
and many other adventure stories for
boys.
In fact before long I had read most of
the adventure books our Firehall
library had to offer.
I visited the fire hall library so often
that Mrs Maxted, the librarian, came

to know me and I felt at home in
that tiny room full of old books.
Then the library moved; not far
away, just down the road into the
bottom floor below the then new
apartments in Deep Cove, where the
restaurants are today.
I could still walk to the library and
that was great. But the books in the
new location began to change, they
didn’t smell old any more The books
grew glossy covers splashed with art
work; gone were the dull brown
volumes with their ancient mystery.
The librarian changed and so did the
feeling of that familiar old fire hall
library I loved.
A few years went by and the library
moved again to Seycove School then
to Parkgate Village where it remains
today.

Janet Pavlik will once again be on board to present a heritage tour of the whole Seymour area in partnership with
Parkgate Community Centre. Book at Parkgate front desk or call 604-983-6350. Use code 389650. Price $20 for
Senior Centre members; $25 for non-members. Runs from 10am–2:30pm; light lunch at Stongs. Bus capacity is 20.
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NEW! Our roomy
tote bags with 1950s
Cove photo only $20
from the office.

Echoes Across the
Inlet and Echoes
Across Seymour, and
Ralph Drew’s books
Forest & Fjord: The
History of Belcarra
and Ferries & Fjord
the History of Indian
Arm, all are loaded
with pictures. Great
reading and for gifts.
All available from
our office.

We are looking for more volunteers to mingle with visitors to our office or help with
our events. If you can help out with any of the following, even occasionally, please
get in touch with us.
• Welcome visitors to our office (threehour shift, morning or afternoon)
• Accompany other volunteers when they
attend community events by handing out
brochures or selling our books. This
would include events like Blueridge Good
Neighbour Day, Deep Cove Daze or
Parkgate Community Days, etc. Any one
of them or all of them would be very
helpful.
• Help set up and take down chairs for
our Guest Speaker Events when needed,
usually 9am to noon four times per year.

• Accompany other volunteers visiting
Grade Two classes for history talks
twice a year for one or two hours.
• Help out at fund-raisers to either sell
tickets or help set up event and silent
auction (twice per year).
• Grades 10, 11 and 12 students are
welcome to volunteer.
If you can help, call our office
administrator, at 604-929-5744
Thursdays and Saturdays from 10am
to 3pm or email her at:
deepcoveheritage@shawcable.com

George Dobson paddling past
Jug Island handle, 1930s. Courtesy George
and Dorothy Dobson.

We gratefully acknowledge the financial support of: The Province of British Columbia, The District of North
Vancouver, The City of North Vancouver, North Vancouver Recreation & Culture, Canada Summer Jobs
Program, New Horizons for Seniors Program, First Impressions Theatre, Deep Cove Crier, Cedar Springs
PARC Retirement Residence, North Shore Community Foundation. We appreciate the ongoing support of our
Deep Cove Cultural Centre partner groups: Deep Cove Stage, First Impressions Theatre and Seymour Art Gallery.

