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Whenay SA 3Ko02dzNJ | 81 SRE G KRAFODH vk § 38K fwouk Bribars i RS R. L
on a course of research thegsulted in this document.

Whenl learned that the Blair Rifle Range in North Vancouver had once been used as an Unemployed
Relief Camp during the Depression, my fate was sealed. Twenty years ago, before retiring from
academic pursuits to raise a chilhad begun researching the Unemployment Relief Garogram of
the1930sF 2 NJ I LR GSYGAlf al aG6SNDa GKSarxao ¢ KSN

I hope that this article will inspire other curious people to learn more about our history.

All of North Vancouvessiin the traditional territory of the Coast Salish Nations, and aboriginal rights
remain to be determined

Frontphoto: & CA £ € | [iphofo§rédph appeyidedto Works Progress RepBlair Rifle
Range at North Vancouver B&ugust 311934. Library and Archives Canada.
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Introduction
As commutergacealong the four lanes of Mt Seymour Parkwihgy pass a stretch of bramble
covered chain link fence with little thought of what lies beyond. Many call the overgrown agreage
frequented byteenage partygoersd G KS NA Ff S NI y 3 Sére toadzihat hE hhstoly ¢i2 ¢ Y dzO f
this place the Blair Rifle Ranga North Vancouvar and the people who once lived hei®a story that

has been overlookedt deserves to be told.

Caught in the pdtics and clashes of ideology of the Depression, hundgeds / | gidstR | Q&
unfortunate citizendived and worked on the 110 acres in North Vancouegrtwo and onehalf years
These marginalized men became partwfe ofi KS f I NAS A& G & Yih theSistdngoN] ¢ LINBR 2SC
Canadasimply because they wergngle and jobless.The activism and experiencesthousands of
men like those at the Blair Rifle Rarfgelled a generation of populism and resistariicdritish

Columbia

Thousands of hours of laboperformed for little pay andessdignity generateda valuableasset
for the Canadian militaryDue toits central location, relatively flat topography and proximity to both
urban Vancouver and forested parklariie Blair Rifle Rangemainsa prime spoffor development.
Yet, brty-five years since it closatie BlairRifle Range is an overgrown and contentious wasteland
Except for one tweyear period, tihas never generated a penny of tax revenuetfa municipality.
Location and Early History

The pation of the District of North Vancouver between the Seymour River in the west and
Indian Arm tothe eastd NB F S NNB R (i Bas bftén béeh @gaied deNsEcache of lasstihed

for housing developmentSudies and proposal® develop the aredegnning in the 1960kave



resuted in heated public debate and even court casés.the core of the controversgrethe divergent

Figurel - Northlands property is divided into five
sections; the Blair Rifle Rangg Section 1

values ofpreserving forested recreational lamhdlarge scale housing and commercial development

Within the Seymour area 644 acre parcel of land owned by Canada Mortgage and Housing
Corporation (CMHC}alledd b 2 NIi K EMH{ K #hé federal crown corporation formed after the
{SO2yR 22NIR 2N G2 aS0OdNB K2dzaAy3ad T2NJ N&y dzNJ A Y 3
and is involved in many aspects of housing politye southernmost parcedf Northlandsft 6 St SR damé
in Figure }isthel10 acreportion once occupied by the Blair Rifle Range

Northlands has beepart ofthe District of North VancouveD(V sincethe municipality was
established in 1891A 1926 aerial photo examined on behalf of CMHMT972showeddthat much of

the site had been recently logged and bura€¢@artner Lee, 8)a standard practice of thera



Northlands was expropriated fronDNV in 1927 by the Department of National Defe(iaBID)
to constructa Rifle Rangebut only the most southern portion was used foatlpurpose The District
was paid $25,00@lthough it asked for double that amouiiRichard Parr, DNV Assistant Munidip
Solicitor,Report toCouncil,September 191996)
In 129, Canaddike most western nationsvas plunged into economic crisiblistorians call the
Great5 SLINBdaAzy a2yS 2F GKS ¢2NERG RA&lFaAGSNEes2F GKS
were touch for everyonencluding/ | y I RF Q& YAfAGINBES® /Yyl RAFY C2NODSa
Staceycommenteditwasd FF ANJ 12 al e OGKFG SO2y2Yeé gla (GKS R2YA
policy of every Canadiam2 @S NY YSyYy (G dzy GA¥,32) FGSNI mpopéd o{ G OS
Despitetough financesthe North Vancouver Rifle Rang@mally opened andvasgiven the
W, fFAND Y2YA1SNI AY mMopons (2 K2y2dzNJ al 22N wdad . f|
Highlanders in VancouveiRoy29)
In June 1931 BritisColumbia had 28% unemploymer@ingle unemployed men were more
severely impacted by the Depression themy other group. They could not firrmployment and were
y2id SyUuAradtSR (2 NBEAST LI e&ySyida o1i0KS fteFtaeNd§eMbzy y SNJ 2
16. Not wanting tobe aburden on their families, thousands ydungmencongregated in Vancouver
fromacrosd I yIF RFY fAGAYy3I Ay aK2062 2dzy3afSaé¢ Fftz2y3a GKS N
ineligible for relief. They joined ther men who were veterans of the First World War and seasonal
workers. Single unemployed men were the lowest priority of local and provincial governments dealing
with a long list of those needing help to survive DepressionAs their numbers grew, theomeless
menwere courtedby leftleaningradicalorganizationsand thiscompelled action from government
Whenlocal governments angrovincialy run relief programsailed, DND became responsible
for managing a national scheme of Unemployed Relief@@am1933. The military saw an opportunity

G2 FTAYLFIYyOS aO02yaiNUzOG A 2 yhrougNheeuSedfivhempldenyfeligl funds. NBE A Y L
4



(Stacey, 337 he Camp scheme was drawn up aveérseen by General Andrew McNaughtoom
Defence Headquéers in Ottawa.

A total of 162 DND Relief Projects were established in Canada; 73 of them in British Columbia.
Over the course of the Unemployed Relief Camp program 62,000 men were placed in Camps in British
Columbia (Gorman, 11@efresne, 177 Most prgects involved road and airfield construction. Four
were tasked with building or expanding Rifle Ranges for the military.

The Blair Rifle Range Camp was the largest d5the5 Q & Rangke projets. (LeFresne, 37)

Other DND Relief Projects in the Vaneer area were located at White Rock (highway construction) and
Point Grey (for unemployed members of the militia only). The remainder were much further away from
population centres such as the Fraser Valley and the Interior.

Under the terms of the DNDa@\ps, the men were provided with bunkhouse accommodation,
military issued clothig, militaryrations, medical and dental car@he clothing providethcludedarmy
garmentsd Yy S NA Yy 3 G KS L2 khdtihad Bekn iDstosageSivcy 19081 Beabrth
Highlanders saw the donation tifeir worn out coats and trouserstunemployment relief projects as a
gl & G2 3ISG aySeSNE adG201 F2N KSyasStogSaow owz2és oc

Workat the DND Campsas8 hours a day, five and one half days per week. Labourers were
givenan allowance of twenty cents a day, and the total cost per worker was to be kept at less than
$1.00 per day.Camp Superintendants and other supervisory personnel were drawn from the ranks of
the unemployed, and paid up to $150 per monffhe governmensaid egistrationin the Campsvas
voluntary, butthe menhadno other choicebecause if they refused to go, they would not receive relief.
¢tKSe 2F0Sy NBFSNNBR (éZabandériedy §ovethdant. 1 a aatt @S I 62 dz

The assignment of single unemployeten to isolated camps did little to quéeir radicalism.

In fact, itprovided them with more grievances amdade them eag targetsfor political and worker

organizations



This engineering drawing from September 1935 shows the old and new roads, location of the Camp and the work being denet to «
the firing berms. It also shows where dirt was cut and moved around thek&itith Road is now called Mt Segun Parkway.
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19501960 era drawing of Blair Rifle Range, showing buildings, firing berms, roads, targets. Tal
from Vauahan (1972) remt.



3 ;_,h @olumbia’

ra*’ {..‘L.A
5 SHE

2009 Google Earth image.



The Blair Rifle Range Unemployment Relief Project
The Blair Rifle Rge Unemployment Relief Camp (Project No. 1849opened on Janug 4,
1934 and closed on June,ZB36. It housed about 75 labourers and 15 civil&restime, but like all of
the other amps, the roster of men was constantly changing. Scangp resilents were transferred,
others left on their own accord and others were evicfedvarious reasons, including union organizing
The final tally for the Blair Camp showed its occupants performed 55,0831meamnof work ovea two
and onehalf year period(@ ! Y SYLX 28 YSyd wStASF 22N] & dzy RSNJ 5SLI NJ
illustrationreproduced inLeFresne)
Reports and detailed statistics on the work performedBtir were submitted monthly to
Cttawa, with great attention to detail. Two files have sypied the bulk of the detail about what
happened at Blair during those years, and these are listélaeitvibliography. The Works Progress
Reports included a large number of maps to which photographs had been attablaeges of
individuals who were prese at the CampbetweenMarchand June 1936re taken from these files.
The monthly reports contained statistics and brief written sumiggof the work accomplished
and were submitted to DND Headquarters in Ottawa over the signature of the MilitarycDistri
Commanding OfficeEverything from the number of linear feet of roadway gradedn® amount of
dirt excavated wasecorded and sent to Ottawa each monifhisprecise recorekeeping has proven to
be a rich source of information about the workings loé tCamp and the men who lived ther&he
archived plans from 1934 indicate that a good part of thétany rifle range was alreadp existence
when the Relief Camp was established. Seven firing berms, each at 100 yard intervals, plus two target
areaswere inplace.! [/ I NBilF {SNNa NBAARSYyOS gl a Oftz2asS (2 YSAI
GKS /2YLISGAG2NRaE . dZAf RAY3 LINIEESESR GKS 2fR NRIR
The Blair Rifle Range Unemployment Relief Project was tasked with clearing, excavating and

grading a new 16oot wideroad east of thenld road to allowextersion ofthe existing firing bermsThe
9



Clare Sherwood, Camp Foreman

ClareEverardSherwood was a civil engineer who was
47 yearsold when he became the Foreman of Project
134 in January 1934. Born in New Brunswick,
Sherwood worked for the District of North Vancouver
between B23 and 1932 as the Superintendant of
Works He was married with three sons and lived in th
central Lonsdale area.

Inan Archives phottakenin 1924 or 192%e is
standing on a new Keith Road Bridgiéh North
Vancouver City Reeve Jack Loutet @itgEngineer
George Hanes.

On December 16, 1932 the District entered bankruptc
anda Commissionewas appointedo manage its
affairs. One week after assuming theb,

Commissioner Charles TisdaltiziT G KS 5A &
5SLI NLIYSyd 27F 2 2NJfa alazx K
(Davis, 70pherwood ray have lost his District
Engineering job as the municipality faced its own
financial crisis.

Relief Camp Foremen wareemployed civilians
nominatedby the Engineering Institute of Canada.

{ KSNX 2 2 R Q & babkgrairid yv&uls Naveybden
useful at Blair where road construction was a major
component of the work performed.

Sherwood must have made some friends in
government, because a memo placed on the project
files from the Deputy Minister of Labour on April 24,
1936 diSO0OG SR 5b5Qa / KASTF 27
{KSNB22R Aa adG2 0SS O2ydaaA
Foreman of the Blair Rifle Range Project.

Sherwood moved to Lethbridge Alberta in the 1940s
where he worked for the Ministry of Transport.

-compiled from historicercords including
City Directories, 1921 census.
G20SNDRa tAad.

areas between eactfiring berm were to be
filled and flattened withsoiltaken from other
parts of the siteTherelief workerswere also
to construct their ownCampfor
accommodation. Thirteen buildings and
perimeter fences were completdaly October
1935 The buildings were located in the
southeast corner of the property.

Project No. 134 was administered by
0KS 5SLINIGYSYG 2F bldAzylf
District 11based in Esquimalt. General E.C.
Ashton was commanding officer of the District.
Ashtonlater became Chiebf the General Staff
at Ottawa Headquarters in 1935

The Project Superintendent #te Blair
Rifle Rang&vas Clare Everard Sherwood, who
remaired at the project for théull two and
one-half yearsTwo other civilians were also at
the project for the entire period
W. Hutchinson and C Waddup K SN¥» 2 2 RQa
biography is listed at left. The identities of
Hutchinson and Waddup are more tenuous and

are described latefThe Superintendant

(Foreman)supervisedour Gangbosses, 1 First Aid AttendadMachine Operators and Drivers (after
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